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CHAP. XXVL brother, Madhoo Singh, with whom he had previously
acted in concert, and who was believed to have been
the chief instigator of his proceedings,   Madhoo
Singh attempted to setae the fort of Blwrtporo and
the person of his brother; but failing in this, he
retired early in July to the strong fortress of Deeg,
established his authority over the surrounding coun*
try, collected troops, and repulsed, with consider-
able slaughter, some detachments sent by Doorjun
Saul to reduce him to subjection.   This state of
affairs invited a great influx of armed men from the
adjacent districts, some of which were under the
direct authority of the British government.   When
numbers of persons are at once anxious for military
service, and careless as to the chief under whom
they may find it, it is comparatively easy to collect
an army; and where, cither from inability or ava-
rice, the disbursement of pay in neglected, the clefi*
ciency is readily supplied by resort to the prescrip-
tive practice of plunder.   Thus it was in Bhurtporo.
Among those attracted thither by the cry of war
was a considerable body of Mahrattas, who crossed
the Chumbul, from Scindia's country, and joined
Madhoo Singh at Deeg*   With these adventurers
plunder was but an ordinary mode of ^subsistence,
and with such supporters it could not be doubted
that Madhoo Singh would become aB bitter a scourge
to his neighbours as to the country of which he had
taken possession*   TUe magistrate of Agra, in ad-
vising his government of the immigration of Mah-
rattas which had taken place into BhurtporOj, and the